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Mike Kiefer's very first professional boat 

customer was a fellow named Bob Broersma 

way back in 1981. Mike built him a 16' Great 

Pelican sailboat.  Several years later Bob 

ordered a 15' sloop. Bob is back again 20 

years later in 2007 to remodel the 15' sloop 

with a new cabin, bridge deck. Seats and floor 

boards. 

 

George Jepson of Monticello Iowa has ordered 

his 6th boat for winter building. George has 

previously owned and enjoyed a sailing pepod, 

an 18' cat ketch, a 12' sailing dinghy, a 8' 

flattie skiff and a 14' motor skiff.   George's 

new boat will be a 14' Whitehall sailboat. 

Fortunately for us George is moving back to 

his home state of Michigan in the spring. 

 

In 1982 Mike built a 18' sloop for Phil Joseph 

from Cincinnati. Phil is now  a retired art 

professor and purchased a second boat this 

past summer. Phil took home a 19' lobsterboat 

skiff that he is finishing in his shop in  

Onekema, Michigan. A spring launch is 

planned.

SPECIAL FEATURE 
 

First professional boat customer 

Special points of interestSpecial points of interestSpecial points of interestSpecial points of interest    

• Next boat building class begins 
February 2008 

• As of January 1,2008, a price 
increase will go into effect. All 
orders place before then will 
be fixed at the current prices. 

• Kiefer boat featured in Dec. SMALL 
BOATS MAGAZINE 
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The winter boat building class starts February 

16th. We will build a 14' flat  

bottom skiff. The class is 6 Saturdays long. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Kiefer taught the inaugural boat building 

class at the new Great Lakes Boat Building 

School (www.greatlakesboatbuilding.org) in 

Cedarville, Michigan in August, 2007. The 

school was started to teach wood boatbuilding 

to hobbyists and professionals. The school is 

offering year long programs and shorter 

workshops for people who want to learn how 

to build wood boats. Mike had a class of a 

dozen enthusiastic individuals and they built a 

15' 6" row boat called the Chippewa. It was 

originally built by Hamel Brothers 

boatbuilders in Cedarville in 1905. Plans and 

lines were acquired from the local maritime 

museum. Oliver Birge took the lines from an 

original boat that resides in the museum. The 

results can be seen here.  
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Great lakes Boat Building School 
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As of January 1,2008, a price increase will go 

into effect. All orders placed before then will 

be fixed at the current prices. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of Mike's 14 Dad's Ol Outboard Skiff is 

the subject of a feature article in the 

Woodenboat Publications (www.woodenboat.com) 

new magazine SMALL BOATS on news 

stands this December. Woodenboat Magazine 

editor, writer and one of Mike's former 

boatbuilding students , Karen Wales, traveled 

all the way to Iowa to see customer George 

Jepson this past summer. She interviewed 

George about the boat, took pictures and rode 

around in the vessel for the article. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In November 2007 Mike delivered a 14' 

Whitehall to Jim and Kathy Kunc in Boulder, 

Colorado. They plan to sail at their cottage on 

Grand Lake 8500' up in the Rockies on the 

West side of Rocky Mountain National Park. 

Jim and Kathy are pictured here next to their 

whitehall in Boulder. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Price Increase Notice 

 

Mike Kiefer featured in December 

2007 SMALL BOATS magazine. 

 

Special Delivery – Boulder, Colorado 
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Mike Kiefer  

Great Lakes Boatbuilding Co.  

7066 103 Ave.  

South Haven, MI 49090  

 

 

 

269 637-6805 


